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Planning strategy in turmoil as

Whitehall |mposes more houses

Fareham’s planning strategy |
is in tatters due to the Gov-
ernment’s ‘crazily inflated
housing figures’.

It is in such disarray that officers
have been told to tear up the Draft
Local Plan and add even more
houses to those already proposed.

Intensive lobbying of Housing
Minister Kit Malthouse and senior |
civil servants by the Council Leader [
and Fareham and Gosport MPs fell
on deaf ears.

Only 3 months ago we highlighted |
Whitehall’s imposition of 30% more
houses equating to allocation of
another 2,000 on greenfield sites.

But the baffling criteria continue
to change like the wind.

Council Leader Sean Woodward said:“The government will
allow councils to submit plans on their original figures (for
Fareham 420 houses per year) rather than in Fareham’s case
an additional 30% (544 houses per year) if they can get them
in by January.

“Apart from being an impossible timescale to reach, the re-
sult of submitting such a plan would probably mean that after
it was adopted the Council would need promptly to review it
on the basis of the new figures, putting us back to square one.

“Coupled with that, the Government will impose an addi-
tional 20% ‘buffer’ on Fareham for failing to deliver the new
figures over the last few years.

“That is based on the figure imposed on the Council just 3
months ago — rather like being failed in an exam for incor-
rectly answering a question that was not even in the sylla-
bus!”

Councillor Woodward asked for the following assurances so

the Council could submit its current Draft Plan for inspection:

*Protection from the Housing Delivery Test which will
increase numbers a further 20%

*Appeals to be judged on current need in the Draft Plan
*Once adopted, no requirement to review the Draft Plan
immediately based on the new numbers being far higher
than Fareham’s actual need.

“Despite the Council’s commitment to deliver 6,000 new
homes in one of the country’s largest new communities, Wel-

NO MINISTER' Nothlng to smile about when
Kit Malthouse refused to budge after meeting
Fareham MP Suella Braverman, Council Leader Sean
Woodward and Deputy Leader Trevor Cartwright.

borne Garden Village, as well as an
additional 2,000 on greenfield sites
elsewhere, ministers have failed to
give us the required assurances.

“Reluctantly, we have asked of-
ficers to commence work on a
new Local Plan to accommodate
the Government’s crazily inflated
housing numbers.

“We will now spend 2019 bring-
ing that new Draft Plan through
public consultation and onwards
| so that a public inquiry can be held.

“Throughout this period we will
remain at risk of the Government
making further changes to the
numbers and, therefore, at risk of
hostile planning applications and
appeals.

“Without doubt strategic countryside gaps could be at
very real risk due to the Government’s insistence on Fare-
ham building too many houses.

“l would also like to reflect on the assurances given by
Planning Minister Brandon Lewis that appeals would be
judged on the 2015 Plan figures which proved worthless
when the Cranleigh Road refusal was overturned leading to
a developer frenzy.

“Finally, we have the very recent issue of the Office for
National Statistics figures which demonstrate that far from

a need for 300,000 new houses a year nationally, the need is
actually only 213,000, meaning that Fareham currently has suf-
ficient planning consents to last the required 5 years.

“The government has made its intention clear that it will
insist on disregarding the new ONS figures thereby pushing
the requirement back up again.”

Fareham MP Suella Braverman and Gosport MP Caroline
Dinenage said they were “bitterly disappointed” that Fare-
ham would not be allowed to proceed with its original plan.

Suella Braverman said: “This has not been an easy matter
to resolve.

“We need to build more and better houses to support
people in owning or renting their own homes and Fareham
Borough Council has been working hard to deliver.

“l was pleased to enable extensive discussions between
the Government and Fareham BC but am disappointed that
we were ultimately unable to find a way for Fareham BC to
proceed with its original Local Plan.”
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NEWS ROUND

No drive-through charge
Several concerned residents contacted
Tom about a potential £12 a day charge

Only a CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL can deliver the goods year after year InTouch 3

= M27 conversion work delays ahead | Festive lights to boost ‘west enders’ trade Mains work leads to
. troubled waters in
Drivers can expect lane and hard shoulder closures on the M27 be- Christmas trees a variety of ideas to revital-
tween Junctions 4 and 11 as preparatory work starts to convert the | and lights outside ize the area. Furzehall Avenue
I 5-mile section into a smart motorway. their shops may Councillor Woodward
Highways England say some of the hard shoulder work must be done during night help traders at the I said: “The Council will sup-
time lane closures, which will enable them to install traffic management before main western end of West iy port your efforts; we are
construction begins this winter and will last until spring 2021. street to boost sales. 4 not ruling anything out and
An exhibition at Ferneham Hall showed the plans which will provide an additional The idea was suggested = S we are not ruling anything
lane to increase traffic capacity by 30% and reduce congestion. when they met Council &~ | in, but we definitely want
Councillor Tom Davies said there would be more technology on the road to manage | Leader Sean Woodward 4 to help”
incidents and more reliable journeys. to discuss ways to in- Shane Davies, from The
It will include high visibility emergency areas approximately |1/4 miles apart with crease the footfall at their end of the street.  Crafty Makery who instigated the idea, said:“If
emergency telephones in each area.There will be variable mandatory speed limits to The meeting in the coffee lounge of Crumble-  everyone is working together and we have a
set smooth traffic flows and congestion monitoring with 100% CCTV coverage. jacks brought several businesses together with  plan, then we can succeed.”

to drive through the centre of town.

After taking his concerns to the Coun-
cil and to colleagues, he was assured that
this would not be happening.

On the money

The Council has adopted a new Mental-
ity Overhaul recommendation which
tells officers: ‘lmagine it was your own
Money’.

The Council has also agreed to Fed-
eration of Small Business Accords to
encourage small businesses to bid for
public contracts.

Make more use of buses

Bus routes are to be reviewed as part
of FBC’s ‘Let’s Clear The Air’ campaign
to encourage more people to use public
transport.

Ten new vehicle charging points could
be installed across Fareham and Gos-
port to encourage drivers to switch to
electric.

Voting register checks

Council representatives are out knock-
ing on doors to check whether people
are registered to vote.

The Council is required by law to carry
out these visits and staff will all have
official ID badges, which you can ask to
check.

Soldier silhouettes

To mark the centenary of the end of
World War |, The Royal British Legion
invites the public to take part in a move-
ment to say ‘Thank You’ to the genera-
tion who served, sacrificed, rebuilt and
changed the nation.

Eight near life-size Silent Soldier silhou-
ettes were unveiled at locations across
the Borough,.

They depict “Tommy’ returning home
silently at the end of the war and will
remain until the end of next year.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/InTouch
FarehamEast

Flower power brings golds galore for local gardeners

Fareham East did well yet again,
winning 14 gold awards, and Tom
s Davies was particularly pleased to
' see so many awards go to Old Gos-

: port Road where he lives.
“Congratulations to everyone
I Who won an award and took part,’

M he said.

Gold award winners were: Bar-
® bara & Brian Travers, Old Gosport
Road; Charles Knight, Old Gosport
Road; Jane Kemm, High Street; Da-
vid & Pauline Coates, West Street;

m
Fareham is celebrating an- ‘:’?ﬂ
other year of success at thel i g

Awards. $
The Borough received its 15th con- ¢
secutive winning entry in the Small City § ¥
category, receiving a gold award and =3
was declared category winner. L,
Fareham in Bloom also received the J2¢
County Award for the highest marked "%

entry in Hampshire.
Councillor Tom Davies said: “It en-
courages local communities - from pri- B

vate garden owners to large businesses A ) ) - Martin Bowen, Harrison Road; Mi-

- to provide bright and colourful planting schemes. chael Etherington, Salterns Lane; Abdelaziz Latrache & Jill
“It has raised the profile of our parks and green spaces and Long, Wickham Road; Brian Stock, Gosport Road; Salterns

developed a sense of community spirit and local pride. Allotments; Margaret Graham, Moresby Court;Terry God

Residents in Furzehall Avenue
are angry with Portsmouth
Water for not informing them
they were starting mains work
lasting until the spring.

Many complained to Councillor Tom
Davies (pictured at the scene) whose
inquiries revealed the work, started on
August 20, would last 28 weeks.

David Littlejohn said: “What | find

- shocking is that nobody in Furzehall
frey, Fareham Sailing Club; Martin Munns, The Fareham pub; ~ Avenue had any idea that this was go-
Nicola Stafford, Lysses House Hotel; Shirley, The Crown, ing to happen. How can that be?”

West Street. He said the first most people heard
PHOTOS: Licensees Martin and Diane Munns celebrate a  was in an article in The News based on
gold for their spectacular display at The Fareham pub. information Tom had provided, adding:

“Surely the first people you would tell

Why didn’t they crack on with it?

Residents are baffled as to why the Hampshire Highways
did only half the job of resurfacing East Street.

They did the part of the street leading down to the Delme roundabout,
then stopped work.

Local resident Paul Hawkins (pictured) said:“What's been done is great,
but why didn’t they do the rest of it? They've left the really bad bit.”

Councillor Tom Davies said: “The quality of the road surface at the junc-
tion with Bath Lane and going round the bend to High Street is cracked
and poor. It’s likely that the next cold snap will create significant potholes.”

Tom has written to HCC/Hampshire Highways to ask if they can come
back at some point and resurface the rest of the area. He is awaiting re-
sults of a feasibility study.

teams.

On-going work to deal with thousands of potholes on
Hampshire’s roads is being carried out by 12 highway

would be the people who are going to

Extra £5m for pothole busters be most affected.

“I think you need to raise this as a
process improvement for the future.”

Tom has been advised that these are
essential works to reduce the risk of

County Councillor Peter Latham said severe winter weather in Febru-  f,ture bursts and leakage.
ary and March contributed much to the damage.

He said a ‘pothole busters’ programme was started immediately and
the work would continue throughout this year and 2019. paths closed.

“The transport budget made savings this year and the County Council
has in addition approved a one-off increase to the Highways depart- told that Portsmouth Water would use
ment of £5m to help pay for pothole busting and other structural dam-
age at no extra cost to taxpayers.

“Fingers crossed we don’t get another bad winter;” he said.

As part of the works temporary traf-
fic lights have been erected and foot-

Tom asked about disruption and was
trenchless methods where possible.

The contractor will be maintaining
access to properties at all times.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Fareham Town

Peter Latham Fred Birkett

Posbrook Gardens 22 Lynden Close
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Titchfield PO 14 4HD Tel: 07505 000 987

Tel: 01329 843267 email: fred.birkett@hants.gov.uk
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Tom Davies

28 Old Gosport Road
Fareham PO 16 OQR

Tel: 0783 299 1436

email: tdavies@fareham.gov.uk

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR COME AND JOIN US

Fareham East If you support Conservative principles
and would like to vote to select your
Council and Parliamentary candidates,
to attend social and political events or
help us by delivering InTouch in your
street, then why not join Fareham

East Branch of Fareham Conservative
Association? Please call Tom Davies

Whether you voted for us or not, your Conservative councillors promise the highest standards of service to everyone in the [RURVRPALAEX]S

WE SERVE YOU ALL community. Contact us any time and we’ll respond personally within 48 hours.
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" Britain has good reason
for post-Brexit optimism

We have every reason to look for-

L ward to life outside the EU.

| After some tough years following
the recession our economy is grow-
ing strongly, firms are starting up and
unemployment is at a record low.

Under Conservatives people are more likely to
be in work than ever before, are paying typically
£1000 less income tax than in 2010 and are sav-
ing £850 in taxes at the petrol pump.

The number of people in absolute poverty is
at a record low, disposable incomes are higher
in real terms than 2010 and our national living
wage means the salary of a full-time worker
previously on the minimum wage is now £2000
higher.

Labour would limit our ability to make the
most of Brexit, taking us all back to square one.
And they would attack businesses that create
jobs, pay taxes that fund our public services and
provide the products and services people need.

CONTACT SUELLA
14 East Street, Fareham POI16 OBN
Tel: 01329 233573
Email: suella@suellabraverman.co.uk
Facebook: fb.com/SuellaBraverman

I held my annual Health Sum-
mit at Fareham Community
Church where over 100 local
people attended to ask ques-
tions and share their views
about local health services.

Thank you to health bosses
of Fareham and Gosport CCGm==
QA Hospital, Dr Tom Bertram
and the CEO of Southern
Health who attended to listen to
Fareham residents.

People are rightly worried about
the loss of phlebotomy and eye test-
ing at Fareham Community Hospital
as well as the need for a more acces-
sible breast-screening service.

And it was great to hear how
people are welcoming the Same Day
Access Service at FCH thanks to the
collaboration of local GPs.

If you would like to attend my fre-
quent local events, join my mailing list
at Suella@suellabraverman.co.uk.

Housing and planning matters are
worrying local residents too.That's
why | have talked directly to the Sec-
retary of State for Housing, James
Brokenshire, with fellow Gosport MP
Caroline Dinenage.

‘Let’s lose this litter’. Resi-
dents will soon notice some
new posters around the
Borough, encouraging peo-
ple not to drop litter.

The posters were designed by two
nine-year-old friends, Faith Fairman
and Bethany Ternan, who wrote to
the Council recently about lit-
ter dropped near Faith’s home in
Fareham.

So they sent in a poster they had
drawn and everyone liked it so
much it has now been made into
artwork for all 42 notice boards in

Litter poster is a hit

the Borough.

CouncillorTom Davies said:“This
is a really great poster. It’s nice to
see young people taking pride in
the cleanliness of our community.

“Littering has become a real prob-
lem in our town and I'm pleased to
be able to back this campaign.”

Fareham Mayor Susan Bayford
invited Faith and Bethany to the
Mayor’s Parlour to thank them for
their hard work and presented
them with Litter Champion cer-
tificates and a framed copy of their
poster.

Fareham Street Aid website launched to help tackle rough sleeping

A new website, Fareham Street Aid, has been
launched as a platform for agencies working to

help vulnerable people off the streets.

www.farehamstreetaid.org.uk gives information about
all the agencies who help those sleeping rough in the Borough.

It explains how people can help, whether by donating their
time, goods, money or food, and provides contact details for

charities who can collect and redistribute items.

Fareham Street Aid’s message is that it is better to give to the
charities that support rough sleepers and have staff specifically

trained to help them, rather than giving direct.
Georgina Shane, of Two Saints, said:“If you donate money

through our website, we'll use it to directly help people who

independent living.

are homeless, vulnerable or in need of support.
“Just £5 will provide socks and toiletries and £20 to £40
could provide a move-on pack for someone ready to return to

“We also use donations to pay for bus tickets to attend

important appointments or clothes and equipment for work or
college. All donations will be put to excellent use.”

Website: www.farehamconservatives.org.uk Email: farehamconservatives@gmail.com
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